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Congratulations! You’ve been accepted into one 
of the student residences at La Trobe University.  
There is now some important information that 
you need to know when you arrive in Australia.  
 
If you arrive during office hours (9—5:00pm 
Monday—Friday), please make your way to the 
DRS Administration at Menzies College, where 
the Residential Services Officer (RSO) will be 
able to provide you with keys and show you to 
your room.   
 
If you arrive out of office hours (any other time 
than those listed above, including weekends), 
please contact the after-hours contact number 
listed on page 5 of this guide. The Residential 
Assistant (RA) on duty will be able to meet you 
at the office and provide a warm welcome and 
show you to your room.  
 
If you arrive after hours (after 5pm) at the 
Bundoora campus, you will need to ensure that 
you get dropped off at your student residence. 
Chisholm, Glenn and Menzies Colleges are all 
located inside La Trobe and Graduate House 
and University Lodge are located very close on 
the outskirts (a five minute walk from campus). 
 
Do remember that your room will be a very plain 
and empty space when you first arrive, but we 
encourage you to make your room your own by 
adding posters and photos to brighten the area.   

You may also notice that there are not many 
students around the campus when you first 
check-in. This is because the academic 
semester hasn't yet started and many students 
won’t move back in until mid July. Don’t worry 
however, we always ask our international 
students to arrive early so that they can 
acclimatise to the campus and so that we can 
schedule a vast array of exciting and fun 
activities specifically designed to get you out and 
about around Melbourne and meeting new 
people (internationals and local Australians).  
 
Please do remember that if you have concerns 
or questions at any time during your stay in the 
student residences, you are more than welcome 
to stop by the Central Administration Office 
located at Menzies College.  
 
 If you are interested in doing some travelling or 
exploring on your own, the Centre for Residential 
Life, CRL (next to the Menzies Office) has a 
fantastic collection of guide books and travel 
information on Melbourne and Australia, and you 
are most welcome to stop by and have a browse.  
 
Good luck and welcome to La Trobe University. 
 

Orientation 

Semester 2,  2012  

Division of Residential Services (DRS)  

Don’t miss the Division of 
Residential Services 

International Orientation 
Activities: 

 City Tours - Sights & 
Sounds of Melbourne City  

 Kingsbury Community 
Market at Latrobe  

 Shopping Trips  

 Tours of your College and 
the University 

 An Inter-college pancake 
breakfast— red frogs  

 Australian Reptile Show 

 Movie & Popcorn  

 Free Dinners 
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Welcome to  
 Glenn College 

Hey there! Welcome to Menzies College, your home away from home for your time in 

Melbourne. My name is Caitlyn and I’m the Menzies International Rep for 2012, so I’ll be one of 

your first ports of call if you have any questions or concerns during your time here. 

Firstly, congratulations on taking the big step to come to Australia and study with us here at La 

Trobe- you’ve certainly chosen well! I hope that we can help you experience just some of the 

many incredible things this country has to offer; the activities during your first week at College 

will be a whirlwind experience of the culture, people, sights, foods and social functions ahead! 

I’d love to encourage you to make the most of all the opportunities Menzies has to offer, as 

international students are a big part of what makes our college so special. Throughout the year 

there will be plenty of social, sporting, musical and academic events to suit all interests and keep you entertained. I’m 

really looking forward to meeting you and helping you make the most of your adventures in Australia. Until then, brush 

up on your Aussie slang, charge up your camera batteries, and get ready to have the time of your life! Travel safely, 

and we’ll see you soon. 

-Caitlyn 

Welcome to  
 Chisholm College 
G’day and welcome to Chisholm College! 

 

Congratulations on coming to Australia and staying at the famous 

Chisholm College! We’re Si Eun and Jack and we will be your 

friendly International Representatives for 2012. We’re here to make 

your arrival as smooth as possible and make sure you have an 

awesome time down under. Chisholm College is a multicultural 

environment, where you are able to meet many new people from 

different countries and cultures. You will share countless and 

valuable experiences, so get yourself involved in all our exciting 

events as you have so much to gain and nothing to lose. Our 

international O-week will allow you to experience Aussie life and 

vegemite! :)  

We cannot wait to meet you all and show you the Australian way. 

-Cheers mate! Jack and Si Eun. 

G’day everybody and welcome to your new college life as a Glenn resident! 

 

We’re Grace (left) and Emily (right) and we’re your international 

representatives for 2012. Together we are here to help you settle into your 

new life as a Glenny smoothly and make sure your have the time of your life! 

We're sure you will embrace and love Glenn’s laid back community life style 

and the new Aussie way of life. After spending time abroad ourselves we 

understand some feelings of nervousness and sadness leaving your family 

and friends behind, but we are here to assist in making you feel like you have 

a new home right here at Glenn in 2012. We have plenty of fun activities 

planned that will help you in getting to know Melbourne and make plenty of new 

Aussie friends here at Glenn! 

Looking forward to meeting you all and having a great experience in 2012! – 

Grace and Emily 

Welcome to  
 Menzies College 



3 

Program 
OUR  INTERNATIONAL ORIENTATION PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO  PROVIDE YOU WITH 

ALL THE INFORMATION YOU NEED TO SURVIVE YOUR TIME LIVING IN MELBOURNE   

Orientation 

Time  Activity  Venue 

  Monday 9th July  - Friday 15th July  2012    

 
 Move-In Dates for International Students 
  Please ensure that you have returned all forms and have advised the office when you will be arriving.   

  Tuesday 10th July  - Latrobe International Programme    

10:00am 
 
12.00pm  

 The Essentials  
Compulsory session for all International Students. Important information about 
studying at La Trobe University & living in Melbourne.  

 Western Lecture 
Theatre (WLT) HS: 
Health Sciences 
WLT1 

12.00pm  
 
1.00pm  
 
1.45pm 
 
 
3.00pm  
5.00pm  
 
7.00pm  

 Campus Tour  
 
FREE Lunch  
 
Keeping Yourself Safe 
Compulsory session for ALL International Students  
 
Finding Accommodation  & Wildlife Walk  
Places are limited. Registrations are essential.  
 
FREE Pizza Dinner  (Residential Students Only)  
Informal meet & greet with your international college leaders.  
 

  
 
WLT Foyer  
 
 
WLT1 
 
WLT1 
 
 
Chisholm Common 
Room  

  Wednesday 11th July  - Latrobe International Programme    

10.00am  
11.45am  
 
11.45am  
1.00pm 
 
1.00pm  
2.00pm  
 
2.00pm  
5.00pm  
 
 
7.00pm  

 Academic preparation for studying at La Trobe  
 
 
OZ English  
 
 
FREE Lunch  
 
 
Study Abroad & Exchange Students Briefing & Shopping Bus - Greensborough 
Shopping Centre  (Places are limited. Registrations are essential. Leaves David 
Myers Bus loop.  
 
Popcorn & Movie night  (Residential Students Only)  
 
 

 WLT1 
 
 
WLT1 
 
 
WLT Foyer  
 
 
WLT1 
 
 
 
Menzies Cinema 
Room 
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Program 
OUR  INTERNATIONAL ORIENTATION PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO  PROVIDE YOU WITH 

ALL THE INFORMATION YOU NEED TO SURVIVE YOUR TIME LIVING IN MELBOURNE   

Orientation 

Time  Activity  Venue 

  Thursday  12th July     

10.00am 
 
 
 
 

2.00pm   
5.00pm     

 Red Frogs FREE Pancake Breakfast!  (Residential Students Only)  
Join your International reps for pancake breakfast organised by the RED FROGS 
team.  Find out what the  RED FROGS  team is about & what they do.  
 
 
Shopping  Trip - Preston Shopping Centre 
Get to know some  of the local supermarkets & shopping precinct.  
Go grocery shopping, grab a coffee, sort out your finances at the local bank and 
organise a mobile phone for your stay in Melbourne.  
 
Places are limited. Registrations are essential.  

 Behind DRS office 
(Menzies  court 
yard )  
 
 
Leaves David 
Myers Bus loop.  

  Friday 13th July     

10.00am 
11.00am  

 The Essentials (repeat)  
Compulsory session for all International Students. Important information about 
studying at La Trobe University & living in Melbourne.  

 WLT1  

11.00am 
12.00 pm 
 
 
1.00pm 
5.00pm  
 
 
 
 

 Wildlife Walk (repeat)  
Places are limited. Registrations are essential  
 
 
Shopping Trip - Northland Shopping Centre  
Places are  limited. Registrations are  essential  

 Meet at Glenn 
College Moat side 
 
 
Leaves David 
Myers Bus loop.  

  Saturday 14th  July    

11.30am  
5.00pm  

 The Amazing Race - City  
Explore  Melbourne’s city centre & surroundings in small  groups on a half day 
amazing race. 
Cost is $15 per person. Places are limited. Registrations are essential.  

 Meet at David 
Myers Building 
Bus loop  

  Sunday 15th  July    

10.00am   Kingsbury Community Market - LTU, Car park 2.  
Visit the Market on site at Latrobe in Car park 2! Lots of stalls including food stalls,  
fresh produce, great coffee and even a deli.  
 
 

 Meet outside the 
Eagle bar on Moat 
drive 
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Program 
OUR  INTERNATIONAL ORIENTATION PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO  PROVIDE YOU WITH 

ALL THE INFORMATION YOU NEED TO SURVIVE YOUR TIME LIVING IN MELBOURNE   

Orientation 

Time  Activity  Venue 

  Monday 16th July    

7.00pm   FREE Pizza Dinner  (Residential Students Only)  
Informal meet & greet with your international college leaders.  

 Chisholm 
Common room  

  Tuesday 17th July    

11am   University & Campus Tours  
Join your International Reps for a guided tour around your college and the university to 
discover the places you need to know. All tours depart from the Central Administration 
Office located at Menzies College.  

 DRS              
Administration 
Office (Outside 
Menzies) 

     

  Wednesday 18th July    

11.00am  
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.00pm  
 
 
 
 
6.00pm  

 Bundoora Square  Centre & Aldi (Residential students only) 
Get to know your local supermarkets and shopping precinct. Go grocery shopping, 
grab a coffee, sort out your finances at the local bank and organise a mobile phone for 
your stay in Melbourne 
 
 
 
FREE BBQ Dinner  - Red Frogs Team (Residential students only) 
Come for a bbq cooked dinner by our Amazing Red Frogs team!  
 
 
 
Reptile Show— ONE NOT TO BE MISSED! (Residential students only) 
Get up close and personal with some of Australia’s most terrifying cold-blooded 
creatures, including snakes, lizards, turtles, frogs and crocodiles.  Followed by a 
healthy Subway dinner and movies. Don’t forget to bring a camera! 
 
 
 
 
 

 DRS              
Administration 
Office (Outside 
Menzies) 
 
 
 
 
Glenn Court Yard   
 
 
 
 
Glenn Rec Room  
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Program 
OUR  INTERNATIONAL ORIENTATION PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO  PROVIDE YOU WITH 

ALL THE INFORMATION YOU NEED TO SURVIVE YOUR TIME LIVING IN MELBOURNE   

Orientation 

Time  Activity  Venue 

  Thursday  19th July     

11.00am   Eureka Sky deck (Residential students only) 
 
Spend time getting to know your fellow international students  with a day in the city 
visiting many of Melbourne's favourite  destinations.  Learn to master Melbourne’s 
trams, which will take you past some of its famous landmarks on the CBD city circle 
route; Flinders St Station, Federation Square, Parliament House, Docklands and the 
Royal Botanic Gardens.  
 
Take in Melbourne’s skyline from the Eureka tower (FREE!), which has the highest 
viewing deck in the Southern Hemisphere. With endless bars and restaurants to 
choose from, we’ll see where the night takes us! 
 
Bring $ for meals, drinks and activities. 
For more information contact your international reps. 
 
 
 

 Meet outside DRS 
administration 
building.  

  Friday 20th th July     

9.00am  
 
 

 City Tour Extravaganza!! (Residential students only) 
 
Melbourne Museum - FREE   
Don’t miss out on seeing some amazing exhibitions at the Melbourne Museum 
featuring, The Human Body, Science & Wildlife Gallery & of course The Melbourne 
Story exhibition, which explores the history of Melbourne from early contact between 
settlers and local Indigenous peoples. The historical stories artefacts, soundscapes, 
landscapes and discover the icons and personalities that have shaped this beautiful 
City of ours we call, Melbourne! 
 
Bring $ for meals & refreshments. 
 
 
 

 Meet outside DRS 
administration 
building.  

  Queen Victoria Market  
Visit one of Melbourne’s iconic & largest open-air market in the Southern Hemisphere, 
Always a favourite with visitors! 
 
Bring $ for meals, refreshments and most importantly shopping!! 
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Security 
WHILE LA TROBE IS GENERALLY A SAFE PLACE IT ALWAYS GOOD PRACTICE TO BE 

AWARE OF YOUR SURROUNDINGS FOR YOUR OWN SAFTEY  

Safety & 

Safety and Security  
 
All Students should be reminded to consider their own personal safety both on campus and in the local area. Keep 
in mind some of the following guidelines for staying safe whilst in Australia: 
 Keep your door locked at all times, even if just making a trip to the bathroom or kitchen, and always bring 

your keys and card.  
 Don’t travel alone at night if possible, but if required stay in well lit areas or go with friends 
 A University Security bus is available after dark. Please ring LTU Security on 9479 2012 (save this number in 

your phone).  
 If case of emergency on campus, please contact 9479 2222 (LTU Emergency No.) 
 Never leave your wallet, bag or other items of property unsecured or unattended 
 Only carry sufficient cash for your immediate needs 
 Stay alert whilst travelling on public transport, sit near the driver. 
 Be wary of strangers, on foot or in cars asking for directions—it is better to be rude than be in trouble 
 Do not let people into college buildings if you do not know who they are. Always make sure doors are closed 

behind you and are not propped open.  
 For more safety information for students visit; http://www.latrobe.edu.au/international/living/safety 

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 
Emergency Services - 000 

LTU Emergency Security - 9479 2222 (On floor phones only dial last 4 digits) 
LTU Emergency Hotline -  1800 800 613 (On-campus problems - free call) 
LTU Security Escort Bus - 9479 2012 (On floor phones only dial last 4 digits) 

Taxi - 131 008 

Drugs & Alcohol 
 
 The legal drinking age in Australia is 18. Consuming illicit drugs of 

any kind is illegal in Australia.  
 Be aware of the DRS’ Drug and Alcohol Rules, Code of Conduct 

and Rules of Residence, http://www.latrobe.edu.au/
accommodation/applying/policies-guidelines 

 If you or any of your friends start to feel unwell either after drinking 
or taking drugs, do not hesitate to call an ambulance (000) 

 Do not accept drinks from a stranger and do not leave drinks 
unattended 

 Always know your limits 
 Look after your friends 
 Don’t drink and drive 
 At all times keep in mind your personal safety, general health and 

well-being. 

Important Contact Numbers 

 

Chisholm College After Hours 

x 8313 (0418 582 997) 

     Glenn College After Hours  

x 8257 (0419 536 636) 

Menzies College After Hours 

x 8333 (0417 320 952) 

Central Administration Office 
(03) 9479 1071 
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Information 
Transport 

 
Travelling by Bus 

 
 
Travelling by Train 
There is no direct train route to the campus. You will need to connect with one of the following bus or tram 
routes at the relevant railway station: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Travelling by Tram 
Route 86: Telstra Dome, City – Bundoora/RMIT 

Tram 86 runs directly from the Harbour Esplanade in Docklands (near the Telstra Dome), along Bourke St, via 
Southern Cross (previously Spencer Street) Station, through the city. The closest stop to the university is on 
Plenty road. 
 
Late Night Travelling on the Weekend 
958 - NightRider - City - Eltham via Smith Street, Darebin Road 
If you’re stuck out in the City after having a late night and you don't want 
to pay for a taxi home, the NightRider buses operate, departing from 
Swanston Street (between Flinders and Collins Streets) every hour 
between 12.30 am and 4.30 am on Saturday and Sunday mornings.  
BE SURE to catch the  958 service - (City - Eltham via Smith Street, 
Darebin Road), otherwise you will find yourselves on the opposite sides 
of Melbourne. 
Cost & Zones 
 - Zone 1 covers the CBD and most inner suburbs of metropolitan Melbourne. 
 - Zone 2 covers the outer suburbs of metropolitan Melbourne. 
  - When travelling in a zone boundary overlap, passengers can travel with a ticket valid for either zone/  
 
 The La Trobe Tram Stop is a Boundary Overlap. So when travelling to the city purchase a zone 1, if you 

travel towards RMIT Bundoora then purchase a zone 2. 
- : For more information visit — www.metlinkmelbourne.com.au : - 

Route # End of Route Via 

246 Elsternwick - LTU Via Punt Road and Clifton Hill 

250 Garden City - LTU Via Melbourne City and Clifton Hill 

340 City - LTU Via Eastern Freeway 

350 City - LTU Via Eastern Freeway 

550 Northland - LTU   

551 Heidelberg - LTU   

563 Northland Shopping Centre – Greensbor-
ough Plaza 

Via Mill Park 

Railway Line Railway Station Connect with Bus 
# 

Epping Line Reservoir Bus 561 

Frankston Line Richmond Bus 246 

Hurstbridge Line Heidelberg Bus 551 

Hurstbridge Line Ivanhoe Bus 548 

Hurstbridge Line Macleod Bus 561 

Hurstbridge/ Epping Line Clifton Hill Bus 246 

Lilydale/ Belgrave/ Alamein Lines Richmond Bus 246 

Sandringham Line Elsternwick Bus 246 

 Z o n e s   1   2  1 + 2  

 2  h o u r  
Full fare $3.70 $2.80 $5.80 

Concession $2.30 $1.70 $3.30 

 
 D a i l y  
 

Full fare $6.80 $4.80 $10.60 

Concession $3.70 $2.70 $5.60 

THE FOLLOWING PROVIDES A BASIC GUIDE OF PUBLIC TRANSPORT . IF IN DOUBT, SPEAK TO THE 

RSO (RECEPTIONIST) AT THE DRS ADMINISTRATION OFFICE OR YOUR INTERNATIONAL REP.   

http://www.metlinkmelbourne.com.au/fares-tickets/metropolitan-fares-and-tickets/metcard/metcard-types#2Hour
http://www.metlinkmelbourne.com.au/fares-tickets/metropolitan-fares-and-tickets/metcard/metcard-types#Daily
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Information Helpful 

Shopping 

Internet Access  
For those of you wanting to contact home once in Australia, free internet usage is provided at a once off 
charge . This  provides you with up to 10 GB a month in downloads and is payable as part of your 
compulsory fees before you arrive. Access points are provided in every room (you will need your own 
computer). If you don't have a computer each college has their own computer labs with internet access. 

All the colleges within the DRS are academic colleges and have programs in place to help you 
achieve your potential. For first year students we have a team of Study Mentors. Mentors run 
Study Focus Groups in different discipline areas, on Monday evenings. You are welcome to call 
on the Mentors for advice, or you may join in a Study Focus Group for all the support it offers. 
Experienced students are another source of support in your subjects. The DRS Colleges are 
helpful kinds of places. Look out students on your floor, annexe or tower in your college who 
study the same subjects. They will be more than willing to help you.  
 
The DRS also provides a fantastic textbook buying scheme to help you cope with the high cost of text books.  
Fill out the form at the CRL (Centre for Residential Life) and we can supply you with recommended texts, on loan. We 
encourage you to make the most of all the DRS residences have to offer. 
 
In addition, the University has sources of academic support. Advisers of the Language and Academic Skills Units help 
students with their academic adjustment.  
 
There is a Unit in each Faculty and a LAS ESL Unit in Humanities 3 Building, on the 4th floor. They are highly 
recommended. To find out more, ask the Centre for Residential Life Staff, or look it up on the University website. 

Need food? Run out of Australian dollars? Hairdryer won’t work because you haven’t got a travel 

adapter? If any of these dilemmas sound familiar then you’re likely to need the details and locations of 
La Trobe’s local shopping centres and malls. The following shopping centres are within walking 

distance, accessible by tram or bus or a short drive in a friend’s car. 

 

Northland Shopping Centre  
Features Coles and Safeway supermarkets. department stores including Myer and Kmart and various speciality stores. 
The best place to find adapters, convert currency or purchase clothes or beauty products.  Travel by Bus No 550. 
 
Bundoora Square  & Aldi (Cheap but Great) 
Located along the tram line (No 86, towards RMIT), this shopping centre has two supermarkets, several banks and 
various speciality stores including butchers and a bakery. The Aldi is located one stop prior to Bundoora Square and can 
be located across the road on the corner of Grimshaw Street and Plenty Road. 
 
Summerhill Shopping Centre  
Also located along the tram line (No 86), but in the opposite direction (towards the city), this little shopping area has a 
supermarket.  A good place to stop on the way home from a day/ night in the city. 

Academic Assistance  
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Information 
Not As  Important 

The following are some light hearted Australian fun facts. An opportunity to learn some odd and interesting 

things about Australia. 

 

 In 1838 it was declared illegal to swim at public beaches during the day! This law was enforced until 
1902.  

 
 Australia was the second country to give women the vote. 
 
 Prime Minister Harold Holt went for a swim at Cheviot Beach, near Portsea on 17th December 1967, and 

was never seen again. The event has been referred to as 'the swim that needed no towel'. 
 
 Australia day - January 26, Australia day, is the anniversary of ships arriving in Sydney carrying a load of 

Convicts.  
 
 Australia's first police force was a band of 12 of the most well behaved Convicts.  
 
 Home of the deadliest snake -The Fierce Snake or Inland Taipan has the most toxic venom of any 

snake. Maximum yield recorded (for one bite) is 110mg. That would probably be enough to kill over 100 
people or 250,000 mice. 

 
 Emus and kangaroos cannot walk backwards, and are on the Australian coat of arms for that reason. 
 
 A monotreme is a animal that lays eggs and suckles its young. The world's only monotremes are the 

platypus and the echidna. 
 
 The male platypus has a poisonous spine that can kill a dog and inflict immense pain on a human. 
 
 Box Jelly fish - The box jellyfish is considered the world's most venomous marine creature. The box 

jellyfish has killed more people in Australia than stonefish, sharks and crocodiles combined. 
 
 The Sydney Funnelweb spider is considered the world's most deadly spider. It is the only spider that has 

killed people in less than 2 hours. Its fangs are powerful enough to bite through gloves and fingernails. 
The only animals without immunity to the funnelweb's venom are humans and monkeys. 

 
 The 'dingo fence' was built for the purpose of pest exclusion in Australia and is the longest fence in the 

world, it is about twice as long as the Great Wall of China. 
 
 Dropbears are an evil species of koala that fall from trees and attack humans. This evil strain of koala 

doesn’t actually exist. The story was created to fool Americans. 
 
 Gambling - Per Capita, Australians spend more money on gambling than any other nation. With less 

than 1 percent of the world's population, Australia has more than 20 percent of its poker machines. 
 
 Per capita, Australians read more newspapers than any other nation.  
 
 Urban dwellers - Australia is one of the world's most urbanised countries, with about 70 per cent of the 

population living in the 10 largest cities . 
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Information 
Not As  Important 

A 
Ace! : Excellent! Very good! 
Ankle biter : small child 
Arvo : afternoon  

 
B 
Back of Bourke : a very long way away 
Beaut, beauty : great, fantastic 
Bloody oath! : that's certainly true 
  

C 
Cactus : dead, not functioning ("this bloody 
washing machine is cactus") 
Cobber : friend 
Crook : sick, or badly made  

 
D 
Dag : a funny person, nerd, goof 
Dinkum, fair dinkum : true, real, genuine 
("I'm a dinkum Aussie"; "is he fair 
dinkum?")  
  

E 
Earbashing : nagging, non-stop chatter  
Esky : large insulated food/drink container 
for picnics, barbecues etc.  
Exy : expensive  

 
F 
Fair go : a chance ("give a bloke a fair go") 
Flat out like a lizard drinking : flat out, 
busy 
Flick : to give something or somebody the 
flick is to get rid of it or him/her 
Fruit loop : fool  

 
G 
G'Day : hello! 
Galah : fool, silly person. Named after the 
bird of the same name because of its antics 
and the noise it makes. 
Gobsmacked : surprised, astounded 
Going off : used of a night spot or party 
that is a lot of fun - "the place was really 
going off" 
  

H 
Hoon : hooligan 
Hooroo : goodbye 
  

I 
Idiot box: television 
In a tizz: is a state of confusion or 
confused excitement 
Iceberger: a person who swims in the sea 
all year round including the winter months. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

J 
Jackaroo : a male trainee station manager 
or station hand (a station is a big farm/
grazing property)  
Jumbuck : sheep 
  

K 
Kelpie : Australian sheepdog originally 
bred from Scottish collie 
Knock : to criticise  

 
L 
Larrikin : a bloke who is always enjoying 
himself, harmless prankster 
Lurk : illegal or underhanded racket 
  

M 
Maccas (pron. "mackers") : McDonald's 
(the hamburger place) 
Mate : buddy, friend 
Mongrel : despicable person  
Moolah : money 
Mug : friendly insult ("have a go, yer mug"), 
gullible person 
Mystery bag : a sausage 
  

N 
No worries! : Expression of forgiveness or 
reassurance (No problem; forget about it; I 
can do it; Yes, I'll do it)  
No-hoper : somebody who'll never do well  
Not the full quid : not bright intellectually 
  

O 
Ocker : an unsophisticated person  
Offsider : an assistant, helper 
Oldies : parents - "I'll have to ask my 
oldies"  
Op shop : opportunity shop, thrift store, 
place where second hand goods are sold. 
(A great place to get costumes!). 
  

P 
Piker : Someone who doesn't want to fit in 
with others socially, leaves parties early 
Plonk : cheap wine 
Porky : Lie, untruth (pork pie = lie) 
Prezzy : present, gift 
  

Q 
Quack: a doctor 
Quandong: a person who lives off others 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R 
Rack off : push off! get lost! get out of 
here! also "rack off hairy legs!". 
Rapt : pleased, delighted  
Ratbag : mild insult 
Reckon! : you bet! Absolutely! 
Ridgy-didge : original, genuine 
Rock up : to turn up, to arrive - "we rocked 
up at their house at 8pm"  
 
S 
Sanger : a sandwich 
Shark biscuit : somebody new to surfing  
She'll be right : it'll turn out okay 
Shonky : dubious, underhanded. E.g. a 
shonky practice, shonky business etc. 
Show pony : someone who tries hard, by 
his dress or behaviour, to impress those 
around him 
Smoko : smoke or coffee break  
Snag : a sausage  
 

T 
Tall poppies : successful people 
Togs : swim suit 
True blue : patriotic  
Tucker : food 
  

U 
Uni : university  
Unit : flat, apartment  
  

V 
Veggies : vegetables  
Veg out : relax in front of the TV  
  

W 
Wobbly : excitable behaviour ("I 
complained about the food and the waiter 
threw a wobbly") 
Woop Woop : invented name for any small 
unimportant town - "he lives in Woop 
Woop"  
Wowser : straight-laced person, prude, 
puritan, spoilsport  
Wuss : coward; nervous person or animal 
  

Y 
Yabber : talk (a lot)  
Yakka : work (noun)  
Yewy : u-turn in traffic ("chuck a yewy at 
the next traffic lights")  
Yobbo : an uncouth person 
  

Z 
Zonked: tired, exhausted 
. 
 
 
  

 
 

AUSTRALIAN SLANG — JUST A BRIEF GUIDE 
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Map Campus  



13 

Map University   Location  

Graduate House 

University Lodge DRS Central Administration 

(Menzies College) 

Chisholm College 

Glenn College 

ARRIVAL INFORMATION 

 

If you arrive during office hours (9—5:00pm Monday—
Friday), please make your way to the DRS Administration at 
Menzies College, where the Residential Services Officer 
(RSO) will be able to provide you with keys and show you to 
your room.   

 

If you arrive after hours (any other time than those listed 
above, including weekends), please contact the after-hours 
contact number listed on page 5 of this brochure. The 
Residential Assistant (RA) on duty will be able to meet you at 
the office and provide a warm welcome and show you to your 
room.  

 

If you do arrive after hours (after 5pm & weekends) at the 
Bundoora campus, you will need to ensure that you get 
dropped off at your student residence. Chisholm, Glenn and 
Menzies Colleges are all located inside La Trobe and 
Graduate House and University Lodge are located very close 
on the outskirts (a five minute walk from campus). 
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Residential Services Central Administration 

Menzies College, La Trobe University 

Bundoora, Victoria 3083 

Australia 

Phone: +61 3 9479 1071 

Fax:      +61 3 9479 3690 

Email: living@latrobe.edu.au 

CHISHOLM COLLEGE  

GLENN COLLEGE  

MENZIES COLLEGE  

GRADUATE HOUSE  

UNIVERSITY LODGE  


